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ment, as preventive and advisory, and to feel that there is a common 
interest which vastly transcends the claims of individual freedom of 
action. A hook so interesting and instructive, which will lure the young 
to observe and take delight in Nature, and the mature to respect her 
rights as essential to their own well-being, which pleads the cause of 
birds and beasts and trees, we welcome as a public benefaction. We 
hope it may find its way into every school and town library in the 
country. 



14. — Lyrics of a Day : or Newspaper-Poetry. By a Volunteer in the 
United States Service. New York: Carleton. 1864. 12mo. pp.160. 

Whittier is the only one of our older poets whom the war seems 
adequately to have inspired. On most of them, as on Hawthorne, our 
greatest imaginative genius, of whose powers we cannot bear to think that 
they " are frozen at their marvellous source," its influence seems to have 
been benumbing. Bryant, it is true, gave us one noble lyric, but has 
been too busy in more useful, if less grateful service, which has put the 
whole country forever in his debt, to have his intense and thoughtful 
patriotism set us the tune of our feelings in verse. Generally, the noise 
of the guns seems to have scared away or silenced our singing-birds. 
But the author of the volume before us (Mr. H. H. Browneli) is a true 
stormy-petrel, whom the war of elements seems rather to make joyous 
than to daunt. In him the nation has found a new poet, vigorous, 
original, and thoroughly native. His poetry shows the singular and 
charming combination of the sailor and the scholar. It is off soundings, 
in blue water ; there is the rush of sea and the rattle of spray in it, and 
our terrible typhoon seems to put him in spirits and give him the full 
wakefulness of all his faculties. We have had no such war poetry, nor 
anything like it. His " River Fight" (published since the volume) is 
the finest lyric of the kind since Drayton's " Battle of Agincourt." The 
poem " At Sea " (p. 83) shows the range of his quality in its pathetic ten- 
derness. His faults are a want of clearness, here and there, from over- 
condensation in spots, and in some of his finest pieces a crowding of 
incidents to the injury of effect as a whole. But it is a volume to make 
one breathe deeper and tread firmer, and stirs us like a beating to quar- 
ters for the good fight. Nor should we forget to say, that neither sen- 
timent nor humor is wanting in its place. 
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